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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6, 9-16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Geller U.S. Patent 6,236,990. 

Referring to claim 1 . Geller discloses a method for ranking a user's preference to 
search a class constituting one or more items comprising; 

• Submitting said class by said user to a search mechanism (Geller: column 3, 
lines 34-44); 

• Submitting a plurality of attributes of said class by said search mechanism to said 
user (Geller: column 3, lines 56-65); 

• Choosing one or more attributes from said plurality of attributes by said user; 
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• Submitting a rank for each of said one or more attributes by said user to said 
search mechanism (Geller: column 4, lines 23-42); and 

• Displaying one or more items from said class along with a value of said one or 
more attributes for each of said items by said search mechanism to said user 
(Geller: Figure 2B). 

Referring to claim 2 . Geller further discloses a method wherein said plurality of 
attributes of said class submitted by said search mechanism to said user is a non- 
editable list (Geller: column 3, lines 44-55). 

The Examiner notes, the method of Geller discloses that Attribute/question 
storage 212, made of a storage device such as memory or hard disk storage, stores a 
set of attributes, and one or more questions corresponding to each attribute. The user 
does not have direct access to the list of the one or more questions and therefore would 
be unable to edit said list. 

Referring to claim 3 . Geller further discloses a method wherein said plurality of 
attributes of said class submitted by said search mechanism to said user is an editable 
list wherein said user can add or delete one or more of said attributes (Geller: column 3, 
line 64 to column 4, line 3). 

The Examiner notes, the method of Geller discloses that the text of possible 
responses to the questions may be chosen from the list comprising of "Irrelevant", "Not 
Very Important", "Fairly Important", "Very Important" and "Critical" with corresponding 
weights. If the user would select "Irrelevant," this attribute would be deleted from said 
list of attributes, because it is irrelevant to the product being rated. 
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Referring to claim 4 . Geller further discloses a method wherein said plurality of 
attributes submitted by said search mechanism to said user has a maximum threshold 
set on one or more of said plurality of attributes that a rank total of said one or more 
attributes submitted by said user to said search mechanism does not exceed said 
maximum threshold (Geller: column 4, lines 4-16). 

Referring to claim 5 . Geller further discloses a method comprising normalizing 
said rank of one or more attributes when said maximum threshold is reached (Geller: 
column 4, lines 43-59). 

Referring to claim 6 . Geller further discloses a method comprising: 

• Calculating a total value which is a difference between said maximum threshold 
and a current rank of an attribute (Geller: column 4, line 22 to column 5, line 13); 

• Calculating sum of said attribute (Geller: column 4, line 22 to column 5, line 13); 

• Calculating a ratio which is said total rank divided by said sum if said sum is 
greater than said total rank (Geller: column 4, line 22 to column 5, line 13); and 

• Calculating adjusted ranks of each of said one or more attributes if said sum is 
greater than said total rank (Geller: column 4, line 22 to column 5, line 13). 
Referring to claim 9 . Geller further discloses the method wherein said one or 

more items displayed to said user is displayed as a table with one or more headings 
corresponding to said one or more attributes sent by said user to said search 
mechanism (Geller: Figure 2B). 
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Referring to claim 10 , Geller further discloses a method wherein said one or 
more items displayed to said user is generated from data obtained from a central 
database source (Geller: Figure 2A). 

Referring to claim 1 1 . Geller further discloses a method wherein said one or 
more items displayed to said user is generated from data obtained from an aggregation 
of said items on the Internet (Geller: column 7, lines 7-22). 

Referring to claim 12 . Geller further discloses a method comprising storing said 
generated items in a data structure by filling in a plurality of fields in said data structure 
(Geller: Figure 3, "Steps 312 to 316"). 

Referring to claim 13 . Geller further discloses a method wherein one or more of 
said plurality of fields correspond to one or more of said attributes submitted by said 
user to said search mechanism (Geller: Figure 3, "Step 312"). 

Referring to claim 14 . Geller further discloses a method wherein said value of 
said one or more attributes for each of said items is computed using information from 
said data structure (Geller: column 4, line 22 to column 5, line 13). 

Referring to claim 15 . Geller further discloses a method wherein said user can 
change said rank of said one or more attributes after said items are displayed to said 
user changing the order of one or more of said displayed items (Geller: column 2, lines 
18-37). 

Referring to claim 16 . Geller further discloses a method wherein said changing 
of rank further comprising clicking on an attribute heading (Geller: column 2, lines 18- 

37). 
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Referring to claim 19 . Geller further discloses a method wherein value of said 
one or more attributes for each of said items can be updated in real time changing the 
order of one or more of said displayed items (Geller: column 7, lines 7-22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7-8 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Geller U.S. Patent 6,236,990 in view of Torrance U.S. Patent 
Application 2002/0107726. 

Referring to claim 7 . Geller discloses a method according to claim 1 as indicated 
supra. Geller further discloses a method wherein said rank of each of said one or more 
attributes is submitted by said user to said search mechanism via an interface (Geller: 
column 4, lines 23-42). Geller does not expressly disclose a method wherein said rank 
of each of said one or more attributes is submitted by said user to said search 
mechanism via a plurality of radio buttons . Torrance discloses submitting information to 
a search mechanism via a plurality of radio buttons (Torrance: paragraph 0029). At the 
time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to have modified the system of Geller have included a plurality of input mean 
types because user interfaces may process input from a wide variety of sources such as 
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radio buttons, sliders, speech recognition systems and so forth (Torrance: paragraph 
0029). 

Referring to claim 8 . Geller discloses a method according to claim 1 as indicated 
supra. Geller further discloses a method wherein said rank of each of said one or more 
attributes is submitted by said user to said search mechanism via an interface (Geller: 
column 4, lines 23-42). Geller does not expressly disclose a method wherein said rank 
of each of said one or more attributes is submitted by said user to said search 
mechanism via a slider within a sliding bar . Torrance discloses submitting information 
to a search mechanism via a slider within a sliding bar (Torrance: paragraph 0029). At 
the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to have modified the system of Geller have included a plurality of input 
mean types because user interfaces may process input from a wide variety of sources 
such as radio buttons, sliders, speech recognition systems and so forth (Torrance: 
paragraph 0029). 

Referring to claim 17 . Geller discloses a method according to claim 15 as 
indicated supra. Geller does not expressly disclose a method comprising a plurality of 
radio buttons . Torrance discloses a plurality of radio buttons (Torrance: paragraph 
0029). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the system of Geller have included a plurality of 
input mean types because user interfaces may process input from a wide variety of 
sources such as radio buttons, sliders, speech recognition systems and so forth 
(Torrance: paragraph 0029). 
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Referring to claim 18 . Geller discloses a method according to claim 1 5 as 
indicated supra. Geller does not expressly disclose a method comprising a slider within 
a sliding bar . Torrance discloses a slider within a sliding bar (Torrance: paragraph 
0029). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the system of Geller have included a plurality of 
input mean types because user interfaces may process input from a wide variety of 
sources such as radio buttons, sliders, speech recognition systems and so forth 
(Torrance: paragraph 0029). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

"Preference, Search, and Choice: An Integrative Approach," David A Sheluga, 
James Jaccard, Jacob Jacoby, Journal of Consumer Research, September 
1979, page 166, discloses a framework for integrating a process-descriptive 
method of information search with methods of estimating attribute and product 
preference. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew s Gart whose telephone number is 703-305- 
5355. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM to 5:00PM m-f. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 703-308-1 344. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
September 12, 2004 



